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Mulberry Street Bend, 1889 



5-Cent Lodgings 



Men’s Lodgings 



Women’s Lodgings 



Immigrant Family Lodgings 



Dumbbell Tenement Plan 

Tenement House Act of 1879, NYC 



Blind Beggar, 1888 



Italian Rag-Picker 



1890s ”Morgue” – Basement Saloon 



”Black & Tan” Saloon 



”Bandits’ Roost” 



Mullen’s Alley ”Gang” 



The Street Was Their Playground 



Lower East Side Immigrant Family 



A Struggling Immigrant Family 



Another Struggling Immigrant 

Family 





Rosa Schneiderman, Garment 

Worker 



Child Labor 



John Spargo:  The Bitter Cry of the Children 















Lewis Hine and Child Labor 

 • Photographer Lewis Hine 
documented the epidemic of 
child labor in the late 1800s and 
early 1900s 

• Reformers (mostly middle class) 
were outraged by various 
industrial outrages 

• It took decades of speeches, 
statistics and photos to bring 
change 
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The Impact of Industrialization 

 • By 1890s, the richest 10% of U.S. 
population controlled nine-tenths 
of the nation’s wealth 

• Mansions (Newport, RI), yachts, 
and lavish parties 

• Widening gap between rich and 
poor 

• “Self-made men” or rags to riches 

• Horatio Alger, Jr. novel portrays 
young man who become rich 
through hard work 

• Horatio Alger myth  



 



Expanding Middle Class 

 • Growth of large corporations  

• Thousands of white-collar jobs 
are available  

• Middle management 

• Accountants, clerical workers, 
and salespersons 

• Doctors, lawyers 

 

• To what degree and in what ways did 
the industrial development of the 
late nineteenth century accentuate 
class, gender, and ethnic 
differences? 
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Wage Earners 
and Working Women 

• By 1900 most wage earners 
worked 10 hour days, six days a 
week 

• Wages determined by supply and 
demand 

 

• 1 out of 5 women worked for 
wages in 1900 

• Most were young and single 

• Most people still believed, if 
economically feasible, women 
belonged at home 

• Textiles, garments, secretaries, 
typists and telephone operators 
 

 



Labor Discontent 

 

• Factory system is much 
different from “cottage 
industry” 

• Factory system is highly 
structured and regulated 
to inc. productivity 

• Assembly Line: mass 
production 

• Tyranny of the clock 

• Dangerous: chemicals and 
pollutants 

• Strikes and labor unions 



 



 



The Struggle for Organized Labor 

 

• Industrial Warfare:   

•  lockout: closing factory to 
break labor movement 

•  blacklists: no hiring lists 

• yellow-dog contracts: to 
get hired you must agree 
not to join a union 

 

• Great Railroad Strike of 
1877: wages cut + strike, 
President Hayes sends 
federal troops to break 
strike 

 

 



Attempts to Organize National Unions 

 

• National Labor Union: 
1866, skilled and unskilled 
workers, wanted higher 
wages, 8 hour work day, 
equal rights for minorities 

• Knights of Labor: 1869, 
Terence V. Powderly, open 
membership to Afr.-Ams. 
and women, wanted to end 
child labor and abolish 
trusts 

• Declines after Haymarket 
riot in Chicago in 1886 



Haymarket Bombing 

 

• 80,000 Knight of Labor 
members go on strike, plus 
200 anarchists 

• Police attempt to break up 
the meeting, a bomb is 
thrown and seven police 
officers are killed 

• Many Americans concluded 
that the union movement 
was too radical and violent 

• Knights of Labor lost 
popularity  



American Federation of Labor 

 • AFL, founded in 
1886 

• Samuel Gompers 

• Higher wages and 
better working 
conditions 

• Collective bargaining 

• By 1909 – one 
million members 

 



 



 



But that’s a story for Thursday’s class.  

 


